
Date: March 2, 2023 

To: Hopkinton Planning Board & Solicitor: 

From: David Gever 

I believe that I did not express myself adequately last night at the Planning Board meeting with regard to 

the Skunk Hill/Lisa Lane solar project. So I wanted to enter this letter into the record to hopefully better 

express my stance on the decision that the Planning Board will make in the near future. 

I am providing a summary list of citations from Linda Steere’s July 22, 2022 testimony, to which I am 

hoping the Solicitor will include in her evidentiary materials that she will provide to the Planning Board, 

and to which the Planning Board can then refer when making their decision about the Skunk Hill/Lisa 

Lane solar application. All of the enclosed 8 references cite the irreparable environmental damage that 

would be incurred by approving this solar project. I believe that these references represent irrefutable 

evidence that this solar power plant will violate the requirements that are contained in these 

references. Based on these restrictions, policies, rulings, and guidelines, the Planning Board should not 

only feel comfortable in basing their denial of this project on these references, but feel empowered to 

do so because of the pedigree attached to these references. Any other ruling would be in direct conflict 

with the content of these documents. 

1. RIDEM-Freshwater Wetlands Program and Stormwater Construction Permitting Ground-

Mounted Solar Array Guidance (June 2021) 

http://www.dem.ri.gov/programs/benviron/water/permits/ripdes/stwater/pdfs/solar-

guidance.pdf  

2. Rhode Island Forest Conservation Act (2021) 

http://webserver.rilegislature.gov//Statutes/TITLE2/2-27/INDEX.htm.  

3. State of Rhode Island RFP#7611868 (dated March 1, 2021) TITLE: Renewable Energy 

Procurement of Virtual Net Metering Credits 

http://www.purchasing.ri.gov/RIVIP/StateAgencyBids/7611868.pdf  

4. Office of Energy Resources - "Principles for Renewable Energy Siting" provides in part as follows: 

https://energy.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur741/files/documents/renewable/Solar_Siting_Info 

rmation_Public_PPT_Feb_2019.pdf  

5. Value of Rhode Island Forests, August 2019 by RI Forest Conservation Advisory Committee and 

the RI Tree Council  

http://www.dem.ri.gov/programs/bnatres/forest/pdf/forest-value.pdf  

6. SYNAPSE: Solar Siting Opportunities for Rhode Island, August 18, 2020 

http://www.energy.ri.gov/documents/renewable/Solar%20Siting%20Opportunities%20for%20R 

hode%20Island.pdf  

7. RIDEM Wildlife Action Plan, 2015 

8. “The Solar Siting Challenge: Aligning State Incentives With Climate Goals & Core Forest 

Protection” (April 25, 2022 Webinar jointly hosted by Audubon Society of RI, Conservation Law 

Foundation, Green Energy Consumers Alliance, Grow Smart RI, Save The Bay, and The Nature 

Conservancy). https://asri.org/webinar/solarsiting2022.html  

Please include these in the list of “factual evidence” in the Solicitor’s List that will accompany her 

“roadmap”. And please base your decision on the facts that these references cite! 

http://webserver.rilegislature.gov/Statutes/TITLE2/2-27/INDEX.htm

