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MEMO 

To: Ms. Talia Jalette 

Dept: Town Planner 

From: Chief David S. Palmer 

Dept: Police Department 

Date: January 24, 2023 

Ref: Bushy Brook Development 

 

An e-mail was sent to various Town Staff to provide insight on how each department could be 

affected by the Bushy Brook 140-Unit development.  I will opine on how this would affect the police 

department.  I expect that some of our concerns are concerns that are shared by other departments. 

 

Population Increase: I am aware that the number being used to average the people per household at 

Bushy Brook is 2.59.  I will include this number to base my estimates but I do not believe this is an 

accurate assessment of residents per household in this type of neighborhood. 

 

While I am not an analyst, I suspect the 2.59 average is grossly under estimated.  My police 

experience in responding to three-bedroom houses with two bathrooms would average closer to four 

to five family members.  These residents routinely would have two registered motor vehicles for the 

two adult spouses, in addition there will be some households that have children/young adult drivers.   

I do not foresee many of these residents containing a single occupant. 

 

Traffic:  The roads leading to Bushy Brook are Skunk Hill Road, Dye Hill Road, Saw Mill Road, 

Woody Hill Road, Fairview Road and Fenner Hill Road.  These roads are rural roads which are 

narrow and winding with no sidewalks.  In 2022, Hopkinton Police handled ten (10) accidents on 

these roads.  There are no major roads that lead directly to Bushy Brook.  Therefore, the residents in 

that area will be affected dramatically by the increase in traffic.  The simplistic calculation is that 

two motor vehicles per household, twice a day, multiplied by 140 households equals 560 extra 

vehicles traveling on these roads daily; some of these will be younger drivers with less experience. 

 

My belief is that there are at least four culverts/bridges that will need to be widened to support the 

extra traffic to lead out to the larger arteries which are Spring Street and Main Street (Route 3).  The 

entrance/exit to Bushy Brook will need to be revamped.  There are curves on either side of the 

entrance that need to be straightened, widened and a three-way stop sign erected. 

 

Police Activity:  The 2021 consensus places Hopkinton at 8,411 residents. Using the 2.59 people per 

household at Bushy Brook would estimate an extra 362 people in town, my layman’s estimate would 

be closer to 560 or more.  At 2.59 average amount of people per resident at Bushy Brook, the 

 



increase population in Hopkinton of approximately 3% increase. If you use the 4.0 average people 

per resident at Bushy Brook, it increases the population by approximately 6%.   

 

The Hopkinton Police RMS data base monitors 93 police and animal control varying services 

provided to the citizens of Hopkinton.  These services will increase proportionally with the increase 

in population depending of the actual increase in population.  In 2021, the Police and Animal 

Control handled a total of 12,174 calls for service.  The 3% increase in population will be an 

increase of 365 additional calls; a 6% increase will be an increase of 730 additional calls.  I also 

believe what has to be taken into consideration is that this development places 140 household very 

close to each other which adds substantially to the following complaints: neighborhood disputes, 

assaults, larcenies, B&E’s, noise issues, vandalism, trespassing, and traffic accidents.  

 

Based on the above-mentioned issues as we progress through the phases, I believe the Town should 

consider adding another police officer to the compliment from 15 officers to 16 officers. 


