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Fire Marshal's Office  

January 24, 2023 
 
To: Hopkinton Town Planner 
Hopkinton Town Planning Board 
 
Re: Brushy Brook Development 

 

Dear Planner Jalette and Planning board Members.  

I submit this letter on the Brushy Brook Development Project, so the board and the planner understand where the 
Hope Valley Wyoming Fire District stands on this matter. First off I understand that this project has been on the 
table for a while now and it was originally pre viewed by my predecessors Captain Ray Bader and Chief Fred 
Stanley. At this time of this review it was set that there was supposed to be over 300 residents built which called 
for Chief Stanley and Captain Bader to request 6 Cisterns and a secondary means of egress which back then was in 
the fire code. Since that time the fire code has change along with the project. I have been keeping tabs on this 
project along with Chief Justin Lee and Myself have met with Eric Prive on the Cisterns. They proposed 3 Cisterns 
in the development, One located right on the line of Phase 1 and 2, the second in Phase 3 about 1400 feet from the 
first one. Then the third located on lot 72 of the development. Unfortunately, this one has fallen short of the 1400 
feet to the rear of the development. After review Chief Lee and I have come up with this development needing 4 
Cisterns at 10,000 gallons of water each. This number was met by using are maximum number of feet of large 
diameter hose that we carry on our engines which is 1400ft over the road way. An email was sent back to Eric on 
this and we are currently in the process of working on this with them.  

Now as far as access goes. In looking at the plans currently there will be no way to put in a secondary means of 
egress out of this development. Due to its current layout. Also, per the Rhode Island Fire Code (NFPA 1) Chapter 
18. An additional access road is only required if the AHJ (authority having jurisdiction) says it is needed, but we 
cannot just tell them there needs to be another road, it must be a reason. However in reading into this code the 
book also states that in larger developments a traffic engineer should review the traffic counts and access design 
for the fire department access. Which I believe that they have already had done. I have listed the two codes that I 
am speaking of below.  18.2.3.3* Multiple Access Roads. More than one fire department access  road shall be 
provided when it is determined by the AHJ that access by a single road could be impaired by vehicle congestion, 
condition of terrain, climate conditions, or other factors that could limit access. A.18.2.3.3 Access roads that are 
below the 100-year base flood elevation and roadways that could be blocked by frequent rail traffic are two 
conditions that could limit access in an emergency and warrant an additional access roadway. Requiring 
additional access roads because of possible congestion should be based on a traffic impact analysis of the 
proposed development. This type of analysis is typically conducted by a transportation or traffic engineer and 
occurs at the cost of the developer. This Code avoids establishing a specific threshold for mandating multiple-
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access roads; potential congestion conditions are so variable that prescriptive language is not justified. The AHJ 
has the authority to require a study of the traffic conditions resulting from a development and the subsequent need 
for additional access via Section 1.15. 
 
In closing, as yes this will be a large development in our fire district, but by far not the largest. Our volunteers and 
apparatus will be at the ready for this development if an emergency was to ever arise. This development might also 
work in our favor as well, due to it having another 140 houses of possible volunteers for our department.   
 

 

Respectfully submitted. 

 

Patrick Hawkins 
Captain HVWFD 
R.I. Assistant Deputy Fire Marshal 
Phawkins@hvwfd.org 
Station Phone (401)539-2229 
Cell Phone (401)742-6472 
 
“Tell me, and I forget. Teach me, and I remember. Involve me, and I learn.” 
-Benjamin Franklin 


