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Projected Solar Property Tax Revenues - As of November 2020

Eric Bibler <ebibler@gmail.com>
Wed 10/5/2022 12:31 PM

To: Ron Prellwitz <Battruck40@yahoo.com>
Cc: Talia Jalette <tjalette@hopkintonri.org>;Elizabeth Cook-Martin <townclerk@hopkintonri.org>;Stephen Moffitt <smoffitt11@yahoo.com>;Bob
Marvel <bob.marvel7@gmail.com>;Sharon Davis <sadavis1000@gmail.com>;Michael Geary <michael.geary@hopkintonri.org>;Scott Bill Hirst
<scottbillhirst@gmail.com>
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Estimated Solar Revenue - Hopkinton Tax Assessor_November 2, 2020.pdf;

Warning: The e-mail below is from an external source. Please do not open attachments or click links from an unknown or suspicious origin.

Mr. Ron Prellwitz
Chair
Hopkinton Planning Board

Re: Estimated Incremental Property Tax Revenue from Solar Projects in Hopkinton - Prepared by Hopkinton
Tax Assessor for Town Council, November 2, 2020

Dear Chairman Prellwitz and Members of the Planning Board,

I am writing to provide some further information in reference to my recent letter to the planning board dated September
24, 2022.  I apologize for the late submission but I did not have access to this information at the time.  I will deliver
printed copies of this correspondence and the attached reports to the planning board today.

Please see the attached report that was provided to the town council on November 2, 2020 by the Hopkinton Tax
Assessor showing all of the projected incremental tax revenues that would accrue from dozens of solar projects in
Hopkinton, including especially the estimated tax revenues from higher property assessments for all of the properties
following installation.

I am also including a cover sheet that I created which highlights these projected property tax revenues for the Skunk Hill
and Atlantic Solar / Main St projects, which have not yet been approved, along with the total amount of revenue
that was projected from higher property assessments for solar projects.  

On November 2, 2020 the town tax assessor estimated that the total incremental revenue that the town would collect
from all of the solar projects from increased property assessments over the 35-year life of the projects would
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be  $12,858,349.

The tax assessor estimated that the total incremental revenue that would be collected from the Skunk Hill and Atlantic
Solar / Main St projects would equal $2,136,292.

These are the assumptions that the town council relied upon in determining whether or not to approve each of these
projects that required approval.

As you know, as a result of the recent action by the state legislature in enacting H8220, NONE of this revenue will ever
be collected by the town.

As members of the planning board are well aware, there have been countless meetings of the town council and the
planning board to consider the merits of dozens of solar projects, all of which have entailed significant sacrifice to the
rural character and quality of life in our community.  

The supporters of these projects virtually never attempted to argue that clear cutting forests to install them would
deliver and NET environmental advantage.  Those who argued in favor always claimed that, in their view, the projected
increase in tax revenue tipped the balance in favor and justified the obvious sacrifices.

Now the scales are completely out of balance.  

Our solar "partners" - whose attorneys actually serve in the House of Representatives and voted on the legislation - have
succeeded in depriving the Town of Hopkinton of almost $13 million in expected revenue from these projects - which
represents roughly 40% of the revenue that we expected to receive.

This is not the "bargain" that our town council - or anyone else in our community - ever agreed to strike.  

Respectfully submitted,

Eric Bibler

Cc: Town Council
Cc: Town Planner


