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Bait & Switch Tactics of Solar Developers Cost Hopkinton Millions of Dollars in Tax Revenue

Eric Bibler <ebibler@gmail.com>
Mon 10/17/2022 10:14 AM

To: Stephen Moffitt <smoffitt11@yahoo.com>;Sharon Davis <sadavis1000@gmail.com>;Bob Marvel <bob.marvel7@gmail.com>;Scott Bill Hirst
<scottbillhirst@gmail.com>;Michael Geary <michael.geary@hopkintonri.org>;Elizabeth Cook-Martin <townclerk@hopkintonri.org>
Cc: Elaine Morgan <Sen-Morgan@rilegislature.gov>;Brian Patrick Kennedy <rep-kennedy@rilegislature.gov>;Talia Jalette
<tjalette@hopkintonri.org>;Ron Prellwitz <Battruck40@yahoo.com>;Emily Shumchenia <emily.shumchenia@gmail.com>;Alfred W. DiOrio
<al@awdrls.com>;Keith Lindelow <kdglindelow@yahoo.com>;Carolyn Light <4hiheelz@gmail.com>

7 attachments (2 MB)
2022.09.24 Bait and Switch Tactics of Solar Developers Cost Hopkinton Millions of Dollars in Tax Revenue.pdf; Exhibit 4_H8220.pdf; Exhibit 1_ Anticipated Revenue for Skunk
Hill Solar Project_tax assessor_2019.04.22.pdf; Exhibit 6_2022-H 8220 Senate Roll Call.pdf; Exhibit 5_2022-H 8220 House Roll Call.pdf; Exhibit 2_Tax-Board-of-Review-Minutes-
04.15.2021.pdf; Exhibit 3_Tax-Board-of-Review-Minutes-February-9-2022-DRAFT.pdf;

Warning: The e-mail below is from an external source. Please do not open attachments or click links from an unknown or suspicious origin.

Mr. Stephen Moffitt
Chairman
Hopkinton Town Council

Re: Bait & Switch Tactics of Solar Developers Cost Hopkinton Millions of Dollars in Tax Revenue

Dear President Moffitt and Members of the Town Council,

I learned just yesterday that the Hopkinton Town Council plans to discuss House Bill H8220A with our local legislative
delegation at the Council meeting this evening.  Regrettably, I have a prior commitment and cannot attend but would
like to offer some information and comment that might prove useful to the council.

I am taking the liberty to forward to the Council a recent letter, with attachments, that I provided to the Hopkinton
Planning Board on this subject.  The attachments include copies of the Bill -now an Act;  copies of the House and Senate
Roll Call vote for the Act; and minutes from relevant meetings of the Tax Board of Review, as well as a copy of the
estimated revenue for the Skunk Hill Solar project that was prepared by the Hopkinton Tax Assessor, provided to the
Town Council and entered into the hearing record in April 2019, without objection from the developer, when Skunk Hill
was seeking approval for the requisite zone change for their proposed project  (see below and attached).   

I am also sending under separate cover a comprehensive estimate of projected solar revenues that was prepared by the
Hopkinton Tax Assessor and provided to town council on November 2, 2020, with an analysis that shows that the
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passage of H8220A will cost the Town of Hopkinton $12,858,349 in revenue, relative to the assessor's estimate, over
the 35 year projected life of all the solar projects.

As members of the Council undoubtedly are aware, both of our legislative representatives - Senator Morgan and
Representative Kennedy - voted for this H8220A, which will have a crushing impact upon Hopkinton's finances.

As members of the Council must also certainly be aware, all of the major solar developers have previously sought relief
from the Hopkinton Tax Board of Appeal - prior to the passage of this legislation - to avoid having their properties
revalued after the zone changes from RFR-80 to commercial property were granted.  At least three developers filed legal
actions against the town, prior to the legislation, to avoid paying these taxes on multiple solar projects.

These are the "partners" who crowed about their earnest intentions to become "good neighbors" and who argued that
the benefits from the solar revenue would outweigh the obvious detriments from clear cutting forests to install multiple
utility scale solar power plants in rural Hopkinton.  

Please note that none of them protested or questioned the revenue estimates of the Hopkinton Tax Assessor that were
provided to the Council when they were seeking their zone changes - including the increased revenue from revaluation
of the properties from residential to commercial.

Instead, they bided their time, acquired their zoning approvals under false pretences, then appealed the tax increases
and sued the town, and then finally exerted their considerable influence on members of the state legislature - including
the members of our own delegation - to create a unique tax exemption for the solar industry.

I applaud the town council for inviting the members of our legislative delegation to explain the reasons why they
supported this legislation, which will deprive the town of badly needed revenue and will result in higher taxes for
Hopkinton residents - but I doubt that they will show up.

To my knowledge, no other industry has been similarly exempted by the state legislature from paying property taxes
based upon the assessed value of the underlying property.  

It is a testament to the extraordinary influence of the solar industry in Rhode Island that they were able to persuade the
legislature to pass a law which prohibits local towns and cities from exercising their normal procedures for assessing
property to determine the appropriate level of property taxes.  

It is even more shocking that the industry was able to persuade our own representatives in the Senate and the House to
support such an odd bill which delivers such a stupendous financial benefit to the solar developers, at the expense of
their own constituents.

Apparently, if you are a solar developer, it pays to be generous in distributing political donations and to have members of
the General Assembly, including the Senate Majority leader, on your payroll.
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I support the efforts of the town council to work with the Rhode Island League of Cities and Towns - and with our local
representatives, to the extent that this is possible - to repeal, or amend this legislation.  

Respectfully submitted,

Eric Bibler
Woodville Road

Cc: Town Clerk
Cc: Representative Brian Patrick Kennedy
Cc: Senator Elaine Morgan
Cc: Hopkinton Planning Board

-------------------------------------------

---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: Eric Bibler <ebibler@gmail.com> 
Date: Wed, Sep 28, 2022 at 10:40 AM 
Subject: Bait & Switch Tactics of Solar Developers Cost Hopkinton Millions of Dollars in Tax Revenue 
To: Talia Jalette <tjalette@hopkintonri.org> 
Cc: Ron Prellwitz <Battruck40@yahoo.com>

Talia Jalette 
Town Planner

Dear Talia,

Please see attached the digital versions of my letter to the planning board dated September 24, 2022.  I will deliver ten
printed copies of the letter to your office by 3 pm today. 

I will also be sending you a second letter under separate cover.  Printed copies of this letter will also be provided to your
office.

Thanks.

Eric Bibler
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