
 

 
 

 

 

Overview 

How well do your town’s stormwater standards compare to national benchmarks? Find out, with technical 

assistance from the URI NEMO (Nonpoint Education for Municipal Officials) program thanks to funding by 

the Wood-Pawcatuck Wild and Scenic River Stewardship Council and the SNEP Network (EPA Southeast 

New England Program). The towns of Richmond, Hopkinton, West Greenwich, South Kingstown, 

Westerly, Charlestown and Exeter were selected as priorities based on land area in the Wood-Pawcatuck 

watershed and critical coastal water resources.  

 

What is the Municipal LID Self-Assessment?  

DEM and our URI NEMO developed the Municipal LID Self-Assessment so towns could compare their 

development rules with widely accepted, improved standards that better protect water quality. The heart 

of the assessment is a series of questions about the town’s subdivision regulations, zoning standards, and 

other ordinances. This section is an interactive pdf with links to twenty-eight brief factsheets on LID topics. 

Working through the assessment allows an in-depth review of the current standards that identifies which 

Low Impact Development techniques are in place and which standards could be improved. 

 

How Does this Work?  

1.  URI staff will meet with the town planner and/or planning board to introduce the project, discuss 

stormwater issues, and based on their interest, set a schedule for completing the assessment. The town 

council may be involved if desired. 

2. First Draft: Hayden McDermott, a URI graduate student funded by the Stewardship Council, will 

complete the assessment as a first draft with supervision by Lorraine Joubert, followed with review by the 

town planner and planning board. The results will include: 

• Completed draft assessment 

• Overall results summarized with recommendations for updating standards. 

• Meeting with the planning board to present summary results, with discussion (about 20 min.) 

3. Setting Priority Updates. Now the real work begins for the town. The planning board will need to review 

results and select priorities for change, with input from other town departments, such as Public Works and 

Engineering, Public Safety, and Building Officials. If  there is a Technical Review Committee, their 

participation would be ideal. URI staff will be available to address questions as needed. 

 

4. Set Implementation Schedule:  It is highly recommended that the town create a timeline for amending 

regulations and ordinances, identify the need for comprehensive plan updates, draft updates, and proceed 

with public review and adoption. 
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Why is This Needed – Doesn’t DEM require LID in stormwater permit applications? 

LID has been the standard since 2010. Yet DEM reports that permit applications without LID still exceed 

those with proper LID design. The problem is that local ordinances can either prevent the use of LID or 

favor conventional practices. Even though DEM requires developers to apply LID, DEM does not have the 

authority to override site designs approved by the town. DEM can only ensure that the design of 

stormwater treatment systems meets minimum standards. 
 

What are the Benefits to the Town? 

Completing the Assessment in any town provides a practical opportunity to identify ordinance updates 

that align with many planning goals, such as maintaining rural and scenic character , resilience to climate 

change, and “greening” urban areas. These benefits are multiplied with far greater impact when updates 

are made throughout watershed communities. There are compelling reasons why completing the 

assessment is so critical for each town and the Wood Pawcatuck watershed:  

• Stormwater pollution is the # 1 water pollution problem in RI, and it is now affecting drinking water 

supplies and beaches once considered pristine. 

• Water quality is good in most of the Wood Pawcatuck watershed, but watershed towns are still 

growing, with increased runoff from new construction and re-development expected. 

• Watershed streams are highly susceptible to increased runoff, with water quality degradation 

occurring when pavement, roofs, and other imperious materials cove10% of a watershed. Native 

trout in headwater streams are even more susceptible to polluted runoff and occur exclusively in 

watersheds where impervious cover is only 4% or less (RI DEM). 

• LID provides multiple benefits over conventional stormwater systems such as open space, more 

attractive vegetated treatment systems, and functional landscaping. 

• LID is less expensive to install and maintain than conventional piped drainage. 

• Installing LID with new development provides better water quality treatment, recharges 

groundwater, and is far less expensive than retrofitting conventional systems when they fail.  

• DEM plans to require that all towns complete the LID assessment with the MS4 permit update. 

Completing the assessment now, while assistance is available, will meet that requirement. 
 

Resources  
What is Low Impact Development (LID)?  (Factsheet) 
 

What is the Municipal Self-Assessment?  (Factsheet) 
 

LID Site Planning and Design Techniques: A Municipal Self-Assessment  (Interactive PDF) 

 

Contacts: 
Lorraine Joubert   Email: ljoubert@uri.edu  Tel:  401-874-2138 

Lisa Philo  Email: lphilo@uri.edu Tel: 401-874-5687      

Hayden McDermott, MESM Student:  Email: h_mcdermott@uri.edu 

Web:  https://web.uri.edu/nemo/ 
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