
 

 

To the Planning Board of Hopkinton RI, 

 

After consultation with the Town Planner, Habitat for Humanity for Rhode Island South County (SCHH), 

is requesting a positive recommendation from the Board permitting the Planner to make an 

administrative change to the comprehensive permit for Cardinal Ln. SCHH is requesting less relief than 

was originally granted as we are proposing a reduction in density of the designated affordable housing 

lot from 20 units to 13 units. There are currently 6 units (3 duplexes) on the site with 14 additional units 

(7 duplexes) permitted. SCHH is requesting permission to construct 7 single-family units in place of the 7 

remaining duplexes. At this time we are not requesting any additional relief or subdivision of the lot as 

the land will be held in trust. Our reasoning for the changes are below: 

 Family housing is listed as a priority in the town comprehensive plan. The original design calls for 

2 bedroom units, moving to single family units will allow for 3-4 bedroom family housing. 

 SCHH builds primarily with volunteers, building single-family units will allow us to build 1-story 

dwellings. This will allow us to keep our volunteers safe and build faster. 

 A reduction in the area of disturbance will help with water run-off issues. Neighbors have 

expressed in the past that there have been some run-off issues on the lot. Minimizing 

impermeable spaces will allow us to better manage the water and keep the neighbors happy 

and their properties unaffected.  

 The designs of our single-family homes will better mirror the market rate homes in the 

community, creating a more seamless neighborhood.  

 The lot has significant amounts of rock and ledge, minimizing excavation will help to ensure that 

the units and septic systems can be appropriately developed and installed. 

 Funding for single-family units is available for this development allowing us to start construction 

as early as August. Funding for multifamily housing is currently not accessible in the short term.  

 

We appreciate your consideration of this matter. We are excited to have the opportunity to build in 

Hopkinton for the first time in many years. In addition, we are developing a partnership with the Chariho 

building trades department that will allow the students to build an entire home from foundation to 

finish. This is a project and partnership that we believe will be beneficial to the entire community. 

 

Colin Penney 

Executive Director 

 


