
 

Dear Members of the Planning Board,                                                                  August 22, 2021 

 

We are abutters to the proposed Brushy Brook Subdivision who’s Preliminary Plan is being heard 

before you on September 1, 2021.  In reviewing the documents submitted by the applicant at the time 

of the August hearing, we have few concerns and questions we wanted to raise. We would like the 

Board to discuss the below items during the Planning Board meeting on September 1, 2021. If you 

support and wish to implement our suggestions, we’d like to listen to your discussion.   If you do not 

support our suggestions, we would like to hear the reasons behind not supporting our suggestions as 

well. 

 

1. On page #8 of 23 on the Preliminary Plan, Infiltration Pond G is approximately 400 ft from our 

house.  A detention pond of this magnitude catching runoff for such a large subdivision greatly 

concerns us as far as groundwater contamination, runoff and erosion.   Would the Board entertain 

requesting the applicant move this infiltration pond further back or relocate it to an area not so close to 

abutters? 

 

2.  Due to the sheer size and scope of this project, we feel an escrow account (similar to a performance 

bond) should be required of the applicant that ensures there are sufficient funds provided by the 

applicant in the event there are any negative occurrences to abutting property owners as a result of 

constructing this enormous project (such as, but not limited to, any negative affects to wells, septic, 

foundation, structures, land, etc.). Additionally, we strongly suggest mandating that testing of existing 

resident's wells before, during and after construction to ensure the current water flow and quality are 

not negatively affecting existing residents as a result of this project. For example, the proposed pump 

house sized at 30 ft x 60 ft on page 11 of the Prelim Submission (full sized blueprints) is approximately 

300 feet from our house. We need more protection other than having experts potentially state that 

neighboring wells will not be affected by such a large community well. This reassurance should be 

backed up with a significant escrow account, in addition to our suggested well testing, to ensure that 

they are correct in their opinion that well water flow and water quality of existing property owners will 

not be affected. The goal is to maintain a safe and secure neighborhood without negative repercussions 

to existing residents. 

 

3. Since we do not know who the contractor/builder will be for the project, and it is possible the lots 

could be sold off to multiple builders, we’d like to see a construction management company hired by 

the town and paid for by the applicant to oversee and ensure the project stipulations are adhered to due 

to the size and scope of this project. This project will be by far the largest ever built in Hopkinton. 

 

4. The lengthy document submitted on storm water facilities raises concerns about potential 

unmaintained facilities as a result of a potential lack of a clear ownership and responsibility definition. 

We feel the town’s expectations of the developer need to be spelled out clearly as it seems the burden of 

maintenance for septic, community well and storm water facilities will fall on the Homeowners 

Association. While we do see a Homeowners Association clause build into the Deed, we would like to 

know in the event the HOA isn’t formed and funds are not collected, who enforces the mandate of the 

HOA?  Because this project has many unique caveats (ie storm water maintenance, community septic 

care, etc.) which rely on a HOA, a contingency plan needs to be in place in the event there is no HOA 

formed by the residents of this neighborhood funds and/or contributed funds are insufficient for 

maintenance. Who at the town level would be responsible for enforcing remedies should non-

compliance of the Deed specific HOA occur? 

 



 

5. We respectfully request that all conditions and concerns that are written in the Master Plan are 

followed by the developer. 

 

Our strong concerns are based on the enormity of the project and the very close proximity to our home. 

 

Thank you in advance for addressing our concerns and questions. We look forward to listening to the 

boards discussion regarding the above topics. 

 

Respectfully, 

Sherri Aharonian, Michael Friel, Jeanne Aharonian 116 Dye Hill Rd. Hope Valley, RI 02832 

     

 

 

 


