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Comments: 
 
The majority of the proposed clearing within 100-feet of the eastern property line of 0 Chase Hill Road occurs in a 
previously mown field where the re-growth is limited to juvenile sapling softwood species, small deciduous 
shrubbery, and meadow grass with a mature New England Oak-Pine-Hickory Forest surrounding the open 
grassland.  However, in addition to the open grass field, there are two groupings of woodland trees that require 
clearing at the north and south extents of the eastern property line: to the north for the detention basin and to the 
south for the solar array layout.  
 
The northly end of the eastern property line is bordered by a stone wall that separates the woodland from the open 
field and is the ridge where the site slopes northerly to a naturally occurring low spot.  The matrix of the large 
deciduous trees within the 100-foot zone of clearing includes oaks and red maples with smaller understory trees 
that include alders, serviceberry, and salix trees that prefer moist soils.  The woodland floor is strewn with leaf-litter 
and very little understory shrubbery; however, the bright green color of a sedge grass is visible in the open area 
that is flagged (in blue tape) for the detention basin.  
 

        
Field Visit photos of the detention basin area of clearing with 100-feet of the Property Line. 
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The existing fieldstone wall continues along the eastern property line and is a natural break between the previously 
mown field and the existing oak trees.  The dense shading that is occurring below the abutting mature oak tree 
canopies has limited the number of rejuvenating species that can establish within the 100-foot zone; therefore, the 
majority of the zone is meadow grass with a scattering of sapling white pines.  Within the greater grass field (to the 
left of the 100-foot designation) rejuvenating softwoods such as sapling beech, birch, black cherry, and white pine 
species are establishing, as well young shrub species such as dogwoods, viburnums, cedars, deciduous azaleas, 
and alders within the matrix of grass and herbaceous species.  
 

        
Field Visit photos of the historically mown field area of clearing with 100-feet of the Property Line. 
 
The southerly end of the eastern property line is also bordered by a stone wall that is embedded in the dense 
woodland and understory.  The matrix of the large deciduous trees within the 100-foot zone of clearing includes 
oaks, red maples, and birch with disorienting groupings of understory trees that include alders, cherry, and white 
pine saplings.  The woodland floor is strewn with leaf-litter, large branch-drop from the aging trees and understory 
shrubbery that would be quite dense when in leaf.  This portion of the site is near the active quarry operations and 
appears to have incurred a large amount of man-made disturbance over time that has impacted the health and 
vigor of the surrounding vegetation.   
 

       
Field Visit photo of the southern portion of the eastern property line area of clearing with 100-feet of the Property 
Line. 
 
 


