
HOPKINTON CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Remote Meeting Minutes
November 12, 2020
 
The Meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m. Commission members present:  Harvey Buford, Chair. Gary
Marsh, Vice Chair, Deb O’Leary, Sec. and new member Bradley Hodge. Also present: Scott Bill Hirst, Town
Council Liaison, Elaine Calderone from the Wild and Scenic River Stewardship Council, Tammy Walsh and
Steve(?) 
 
The October workshop meeting minutes were approved by Deb and Harvey.
 
Solar Projects 
 
Stone Ridge Solar (Coon Hill) Plat 11 Lot 47A.   The developer’s attorney Mr. Landry contacted Jim
Lamphere and Harvey to suggest a site walk in response to comments at the Planning Board Pre-Ap
meeting 2-5-20 and the HCC letter to the PB dated 3-9-20. These had included identification of the cultural
features such as the Narragansett Trail and other trails and the ceremonial stone landscape present on the
property and the possible requirement of 40% open space. Mr. Landry has twice backed out of scheduled
site visits but is looking again to reschedule. Other items discussed are the impacts on Canonchet and
Tomaquag Brooks and the proposed building within the Primary Protection Zone. 
 
Skunk Hill Solar Plat 18 Lots 8,13,14  Concerns regarding wetland impact and a dense residential area, how
best to preserve the large amount of open space, and public access to the significant natural areas of Goat
Rock considering wetland constraints. An extensive site walk, early on, was identified as the best way to
proceed. This property was rezoned to commercial special by the Town Council. The presentation to the
Planning Board was a pre-application and the PB made recommendations to the developers. This project
borders Fairview Estates (Witch Rock). 
 
Main Street Solar (Exit 1) Plat 7, Lots 64,65,62C This is a large solar project allowed by right between Main
Street and Gray Lane.  It is adjacent to a solar array already installed.  A portion of the project is in the
primary protection zone.  Revity Energy has another project recently approved for Frontier Road. Solar
projects have nearly consumed all the commercial and manufacturing land at Exit 1 that was previously set
aside for businesses and job creation. 
 
Comolli Granite Solar (old Perry Motors) Plat 2 Lot 71
The rezone for this project was approved by the Town Council.  Elaine Calderone made recommendations
to the Council and Mr. Comolli to move the project back from the river.  The positives of this project is small
size, and it removes a non conforming use. The Commission would like to see open space for public
access.  
 
Planning Board Report: (Deb)  Planning Board was presented with a zoning ordinance amendment to the
District Use Table involving solar.  The Planning Board also held a conversation regarding  a Reforestation
Agreement draft proposed by Planning Board Member, Carolyn Light.
 
Legislation and meetings watch.  Nothing to report at this time.
 
 



Old Business:
 
Narragansett Trail Restoration Project:  (see Stone Ridge Solar above)
 
Fairview Estates: Plat 18 Lot 7K.
 A small cluster development 13.23 acres proposing  3 duplex  townhomes and a single family dwelling.  It
appears from the plans submitted that there will be preservation of the “Witches Rock” in the undeveloped
open space. This seems an important natural and cultural feature that should include public access,
preferably owned by the Land Trust. The applicant at the March PB meeting and the March site visit
supported public access. A motion was made by Deborah O’Leary and seconded by Gary Marsh to allow
the Chair to send a letter to the Hopkinton Planning Board to expand upon the following comments and
suggestions:  “That we support the cluster development concept for this project, and we support the
preservation of the area around Witches Rock with an easement or agreement with the Hopkinton Land
Trust to provide public access to this geographic features with minimal impacts on the residents of the
development.”
 
New Business:
 
Commission/Public Forum:  Tammy Walsh suggested we also consider climate change with renewable
energy demands. 
 
 
 
Recommendations for next meeting topics.  Atlantic Solar proposal, Reforestation proposal and what should
be planned/specified for the solar properties when solar goes away, how solar should balance global
Climate Change and the need to preserve the local environment as we consider the proposed Solar
Ordinance and Comp Plan amendments, and for members to review the cluster ordinance re: open space.
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m.
 
 


