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RIDEM Rule 9.02(C):   
Project Description 

 
This development is proposed as a solar field with stormwater ponds. The site has 
frontage on Gray Lane and is accessed from Main Street.  The project is designated as a 
solar development and is located in a Commercial zone.  The proposed development 
does not require water and sewer services.  
 
The stormwater quality will be improved by utilizing Best Management Practices (BMPs) 
as established by the RISDISM for the treatment of storm water runoff from the 
proposed development. Proposed BMPs include two Infiltration ponds and one 
detention pond. The system has been designed to meet the RIDEM Stormwater Design 
and Installations Standards Manual amended March 2015. 
 

 
RIDEM Rule 9.02D (1), (2) and (3): 

Avoidance and Minimization Requirement 
 
1) Avoidance 

 
a) Whether the primary proposed activity is water-dependent or whether it 

requires access to freshwater wetlands as a central element of its primary 
purpose: 

 
The primary purpose of the project is not water dependent and does not require 
access to freshwater wetlands.  The natural characteristics of the wetland areas 
will be preserved by installing and maintaining silt fence at the limit of work. No 
work is proposed within the 50 foot perimeter wetlands. 

 
b) Whether any areas within the same property or other properties owned or 

controlled by the applicant could be used to achieve the project purpose 
without altering the natural character of any freshwater wetlands: 

 
There are no areas within the same property or other properties owned or 
controlled by the application that could be used to achieve the same project 
purpose. 

 
c) Whether any other properties reasonably available to, but not currently owned 

or controlled by the applicant could be used to achieve the project purpose 
while avoiding wetland alterations.  A property is reasonably available if, in 
whole or in part, it can be acquired without excessive cost, taking individual 
circumstances into account, or, in the case of property owned or controlled by 
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the same family, entity, group of affiliated entities, or local, state or federal 
government, may be obtained without excessive hardship: 

 
There are no other properties not currently owned or controlled by the applicant 
but which are reasonably available to the applicant that would not involve wetland 
alterations and could be used to achieve the same project purpose.  The adjacent 
properties have already been developed.  This proposal will be consistent with 
other uses in the area. 

 
d) Whether alternative designs, layouts, or technologies could be used to avoid 

freshwater wetlands or impacts on functions and values on the subject 
property or whether the project purpose could be achieved on other property 
that is reasonably available and would avoid wetlands: 

 
There are no alternative designs, layouts, or technologies that could be used to 
avoid freshwater wetlands or impacts on wetland functions and values on the 
subject property or reasonably available properties which would achieve the 
same project purpose and which are feasible.  The site has been designed to 
meet the Rhode Island Stormwater Design and Installation Standards Manual to 
prevent impacts to the freshwater wetlands to the maximum extent practicable.  

 
e) Whether the applicant has made any attempts (and if so what they were) to 

avoid alterations to freshwater wetlands by overcoming or removing 
constraints imposed by zoning, infrastructure, parcel size or the like: 

 
There are no zoning, infrastructure, parcel size or other constraints that could be 
overcome or removed.  The limit of disturbance in the areas of the proposed 
development is minimized to eliminate disturbance of the wetland and 
perimeter wetland areas. No work is proposed within the 50 foot perimeter 
wetland. 

 
f) Whether the feasible alternatives that would not alter the natural character of 

any freshwater wetlands on the subject property or on property that is 
reasonably available, if incorporated in the proposed project would adversely 
affect public health, safety or the environment: 

 
There are no available alternatives that would not alter the natural character of 
any freshwater wetlands on the subject property and which are feasible or on a 
property that is reasonably available. 
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2) Minimization 
 

a) Whether the proposed project is necessary at the proposed scale or whether 
the scale of the wetland alteration could be reduced and still achieve the 
project purpose: 

 
The proposed project is necessary at the proposed scale.  The proposal is 
consistent with the surrounding developments and disturbance is minimized to 
the greatest extent possible. No work is proposed within the 50 foot perimeter 
wetlands. 

 
b) Whether the proposed project is necessary at the proposed location or 

whether another location within the site could achieve the project purpose 
while resulting in less impact to the wetland: 

 
The proposed project is necessary at the proposed location. There are no 
alternative locations within the Site that could be used to achieve the project 
purposed. No work is proposed within the 50 foot perimeter wetlands. 

 
c) Whether there are feasible alternative designs, layouts, densities or 

technologies, that would result in less impact to the wetland while still 
achieving the project purpose: 

 
There are no feasible alternative designs, layouts, or technologies that could be 
used to avoid freshwater wetlands or impacts on wetland functions and values on 
the subject property or reasonably available properties which would achieve the 
same project purpose. 

 
d) Whether reduction in the scale or relocation of the proposed project to 

minimize impact to the wetland would result in adverse consequences to 
public health, safety or the environment: 

 
As designed, the proposed project scale does not pose any adverse impacts to 
public health, safety and/or the environment.  
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3) Mitigation Measures 
 

a) Preserving natural areas in and around wetlands: 

 
No work is proposed within the wetlands or within the perimeter wetlands.  The 
natural areas in and around the wetland features will remain undisturbed. 

 
b) Minimizing the extent of disturbed areas and encouraging the preservation of 

land in its natural state: 

 
No work is proposed within the wetlands or within the perimeter wetlands. The 
disturbed areas have been minimized to the greatest extent practicable.  
 

c) Designing dense plantings of shrubs and trees between the developed areas 
and the remaining natural areas (i) to "buffer" impacts from loss of wildlife 
habitat and loss of natural areas and (ii) to reduce the impacts of noise, lighting 
and other disturbances upon wildlife and the remaining natural areas: 

 
No work is proposed within the perimeter wetlands. The application will allow 
the surrounding upland forest to remain vegetated. This will allow the site to 
maintain a natural vegetated buffer between the site and the wetlands.  

 
d) Maintaining unrestricted fish and wildlife passage: 

 
Retaining walls or fences are minimized and will not act as barriers to wildlife 
passage. The development does not propose any restrictions to the passage of 
fish and wildlife. 
 

e) Designing structures and alterations so that they are located outside of flood 
plain, floodway, areas subject to flooding, flowing bodies of water or other 
freshwater wetlands: 

 
The proposed development will not be located in or near floodplain areas. 
 

f) Using best management practices for the stabilization of disturbed areas and 
the selection, use, and maintenance of temporary or permanent soil erosion 
and sediment controls in accordance with the latest version of the RISESC 
Handbook and the RISDIS Manual: 
 
The attached plans and SESC detail the soil erosion and sediment controls to be 
used for this project, including a construction entrance, staked silt fence at the 
limits of disturbance, a concrete washout area as needed, loaming and seeding 
of disturbed areas, temporary swales. 
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g) Using best management practice selection and design criteria in accordance 

with the latest version of the RISDIS Manual to reduce stormwater flows and 
maximize the control, treatment and maintenance of systems associated with 
reducing stormwater impacts to acceptable levels: 

 
The attached plans and stormwater report detail the stormwater controls to be 
used for this project, consisting of three include two Infiltration ponds and one 
detention pond.  This system will reduce stormwater flows and maximize 
treatment of stormwater runoff. 
 

h) Minimizing impervious surface areas such as roads, parking, paving or other 
surfaces: 

 
The proposed improvements are the minimal necessary to achieve the project 
goal. Roadways have been designed accordingly to the applicable Subdivision 
and Zoning Regulations.  
 

i) Incorporating compensatory flood storage area(s) where necessary and in 
compliance with these Rules: 
 
Not applicable. 
 

j) Encouraging infiltration of non-contaminated run-off into uncontaminated 
soils: 

 
The BMPs will effectively manage recharge volumes as detailed in the 
stormwater report.  The BMPs encourage infiltration. 

 
k) Preventing channelization or piping of run-off and encouraging sheet flow: 

 
The site has been graded to promote sheet flow where feasible. Piping is used to 
properly convey stormwater to the appropriate BMPs.   
 

l) Landscaping with gradual slopes to maximize sheet flow and infiltration while 
minimizing channelization: 

 
Gradual slopes are proposed within development. Retaining walls are minimized 
and all other graded areas are proposed mostly at a maximum slope of 3:1 and 
some areas at a maximum slope of 2:1.   
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m) Minimizing or eliminating the use or increase of any pollutants, fertilizers, 
pesticides, herbicides, or any other chemical or organic application which 
increase pollutant and nutrient loadings; 

 
Applications of pollutants, fertilizers, pesticides, herbicides or any other chemical 
or organic applications will be minimized to the maximum extent possible. 
 

n) Maximizing setbacks of septic systems and other land disturbances from 
wetlands: 

 
Not Applicable.  
 

o) Minimizing the withdrawal of surface water or groundwater from wetlands or 
uplands adjacent to wetlands, especially during dry periods, and minimizing 
any reduction in river or stream flow. 
 
The proposed site does not withdraw water from the wetlands.  The recharge 
volume Minimum Standard is met for this development. 
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