
HOPKINTON TOWN COUNCIL MEETING – May 17, 2021 
BUSINESS AGENDA 

Town Hall, 1 Town House Road, Hopkinton, RI 02833 
 

NOTICE 
MEETING BEING HELD REMOTELY 

 
Understanding the people have a vested interest in the operation of their government, the Hopkinton 

Town Council intends to include the public on May 17, 2021. However, due to the COVID-19 virus, the 
Council wants to be sure that everyone will do so safely from their own homes.  Therefore, this meeting 

will be held remotely using Zoom. 
 

To get the most out of the remote meeting technology, participants are urged to join by computer when 
possible.  Joining by computer allows you to see the Town Council members on-screen and makes it 

easier to use the functions for indicating you wish to speak and muting/un-muting yourself. 
 

To attend the meeting, please connect in by 7:00 PM.  Note: Participants will not be able to connect 
before the host begins the session, and anyone trying to connect who are unable to do so should try again 

after 7:00 PM. 
 

To Join meeting by computer:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83022943969?pwd=SGtkUVNSWXgzTXZ4YU52bmJmdENyUT09 

Meeting ID: 830 2294 3969 - Passcode: 939803 
 

To Join meeting by telephone: 
Dial 877 853 5247 or 888 788 0099 Meeting ID: 830 2294 3969# - Passcode (if asked): 939803 

 
**Citizens wishing to speak during public forum:  

Any participants wishing to speak during the public forum should indicate so as early as possible.  The 
Zoom meeting has a ‘Raise your hand’ indicator that you enable to let the host know you wish to speak. 

 
To ‘Raise your hand’ in Zoom: 

By Computer:  
Click “raise hand” from the Zoom menu bar and wait for the meeting host to ask you to unmute.  Once 

asked to unmute, press “unmute” to unmute and speak.  
By Phone:  

Dial *9 to “raise your hand” and wait for the meeting host to ask you to unmute.  Once asked to unmute, 
dial *6 to unmute and speak.  

 
"Please remember when making a public comment to state your name and address before 

speaking." 
 
Please note: Because of ever-changing regulations due to the COVID-19 virus, this meeting may be 
cancelled.  Please check the Town of Hopkinton website www.hopkintonri.org for updates on these 
meetings and other important Town or COVID-19 information. 
 
Elizabeth J. Cook-Martin 
Council Clerk/Town Clerk 

 
"Please remember when making comments to state your name before speaking." 

 
7:00 P.M.  Call to Order – Moment of silent meditation and a salute to the Flag. 
 
HEARINGS   MOTION TO SIT AS A LICENSING BOARD 
 
MULTI – EVENT PERMIT HOLLY TREE CAMPGROUND 
 

Open a hearing on an application for a Multi-Event Permit filed by Jennifer Johnson of Holly 
Tree Campground to hold two music entertainment events for their campers on the following 
dates: Saturday, July 31, 2021 and Saturday, September 4, 2021. The events will be held in the 
Camp Pavilion at Holly Tree Campground located at 109 Ashaway Road, Ashaway, RI 02804 



from 7:00 PM to 11:00 PM. The events are not open to the public.  This matter was continued 
from May 3, 2021. 

 
 Applicant or representative present. 
 Filing fees paid/notice posted. 
 Discussion. 
 Discuss, consider and vote on the Multi-Event Permit. 
 

MOTION TO ADJOURN AS LICENSING BOARD AND RECONVENE AS COUNCIL 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 

Approve Town Council Meeting Minutes of May 3, 2021; FTA Meeting Minutes of May 4, 
2021; Special Town Council Meeting Minutes of May 10, 2021; Accept the following monthly 
financial/activity report: Town Clerk. 

 
MOTION TO APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

1. Discuss, consider and possibly vote to support a Resolution in support of legislation, House 
Bill H 6287 and Senate Bill S 0871, to Request to Waive the Local Maintenance of Effort 
(MOE) Requirement for Schools. See attached.  
 

2. Discuss, consider and possibly vote to oppose Senate Bill S 0832 Relating to Taxation – 
Renewable Energy.  An act that would require cities and towns to assess renewable energy 
resources to be taxed as tangible property and the real property on which the renewable 
energy sources are located shall not be reclassified, revalued or reassessed, except farmland, 
which shall be reclassified, revaluated and taxed at the predated farmland classification. 

 
3. Discuss and consider organizing a committee re: Potter Hill Dam project. 
 
4. Discussion re: creation of an adjournment certificate requested by Councilor Hirst. 

 
PUBLIC FORUM 
    
ADJOURN 
 

If communication assistance (readers/interpreters/captions) is needed or any other 
accommodation to ensure equal participation by any person, please contact the Town Clerk’s 
Office at 377-7777 (V) or 377-7773 (TDD) at least two (2) business days prior to the meeting. 

 
 
Posting Details: Town Hall, Police Station, Hopkinton Website, Secretary of State Website. Posting 
date:  May 13, 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF HOPKINTON, RI 
REQUEST TO WAIVE THE LOCAL MAINTENANCE OF EFFORT (MOE) 

REQUIREMENT FOR SCHOOLS (H 6287, S 0871) 
 
WHEREAS, the State of Rhode Island, municipalities and school departments are set to receive unprecedented 

Federal aid; and 
 
WHEREAS, together we must prioritize the responsible use of this funding to avoid the creation of structural 

deficits and unsustainable financial challenges for years to come; and 
 
WHEREAS, all cities and towns are required by Rhode Island General Law to contribute the same level of 

funding as was allocated in the previous fiscal year to their respective school districts. 
 
WHEREAS, many school districts are reportedly experiencing surpluses for remote instruction and other 

COVID-19 impacts, but cities and towns cannot reduce their mandated education maintenance of 
effort amount; and 

 
WHEREAS, during the “great recession”, the General Assembly allowed cities and towns to reduce their local 

maintenance of effort in 2010 and 2011; and  
 
WHEREAS, with significant Federal funding coming to school districts from the American Rescue Plan school 

budgets should first rely on Federal funds rather than local taxpayers and similar maintenance of 
effort relief is warranted; and  

 
WHEREAS, unless Rhode Island Department of Education exempts one-time COVID-19 costs from local 

maintenance of effort calculations, cities and towns could face an artificially high spending bar, 
coupled with tax cap restrictions, that will be unsustainable when Federal funds expire in 2023.  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Council of the Town of Hopkinton ask that the General 
Assembly temporarily waive the state MOE requirements for cities and towns allowing them to reduce their local 
MOE contributions to 95% of their past spending levels for FY 2022 and FY 2023. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the members of the Town Council of the Town of Hopkinton hereby endorse 
and urge passage by the General Assembly of House Bill 2021 H 6287 and Senate Bill 2021 S 0871, An Act 
Relating to Education- School Funding. 
 
Passed as a resolution of the Hopkinton Town Council this 17th day of May, 2021. 
 
 
       ___________________________ 
       Stephen Moffitt, Jr., President 
       Hopkinton Town Council 
 
ATTEST: _______________________________ 
     Elizabeth J. Cook-Martin, Town Clerk 
 


