
HOPKINTON LAND TRUST 
TRUSTEES PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES 

March 23, 2021 
 
PRESENT:  Marilyn Grant, Chair, Sarah Windsor, Vice-Chair, Carol Baker, Secretary, Tom Thompson, Mary 

Gibbons and Cyndy Johnson, Trustees.  Harvey Buford, Hopkinton Conservation Commission. 
Bob Marvel, Hopkinton Town Council liaison, Jason Parent, Elaine Caldarone, public. 

. 
ABSENT:   None 
 
Per the Hopkinton Town Council, and due to the COVID-19 virus, this MEETING WAS HELD REMOTELY via Zoom.  
 
A. Call to order at 7:04 by Grant with 6 trustees, and therefore a quorum, present. 

 
B. Approval of previous meeting minutes:  Minutes of February 23, 2021 Public and Executive minutes were 

reviewed and approved with minor corrections, passed unanimously, including sealing of Executive 

Minutes.   

 
C.  Accounting of funds: Citizen’s $8,484; Webster $665,988.  Town council has reduced our line item to     
   $7,500 in next years budget. 
 
D.  Reports  
 Chair:   

Meeting schedule:  Upcoming meeting dates:  April 27, May 25 
 
Request for lease of 1-2 acres 
Thompson reported he spoke with Tod Damon, who is interested in potentially leasing 1-2 acres 
from Land Trust for an orchard.  Thompson reviewed his resume and cover letter Damon sent 
him; he lives in Providence and has been involved in planting trees in Providence for several 
years.  Damon is writing a grant application and is asking for a letter of support from us, while 
he is asking other organizations with land in other locations in the state as well.  Thompson 
reported that the Land Trust would be supportive of his request, but it would be general in 
nature and not legally binding. All agreed.  Discussion ensued regarding the need for a well 
and/or electricity source to make this a long-range viable option, and how to support local 
farmers in this effort.  
 
Jason Parent formally appointed as new Land Trust trustee, but has not been sworn in as of yet. 
 
GIS Project sponsored by RILTC:   Grant reported on a project, sponsored by the RILTC, to assist 
Land Trusts in stewardship of properties get the boundaries of their conservation easement & 
fee properties in an online GIS database so that a smartphone/tablet app can be used to find 
property boundaries in the field and monitor properties.  Grant signed a MOU with the RILTC to 
sign on to the project and both Baker and Parent agreed to coordinate. 
 

Requests for public records via Town Clerk’s office: The Town Clerk forwarded an email from 
Eric Bibler, a town resident, who is requesting posting of the most recent Land Trust minutes on 
the Town’s webpage and other Land Trust documents.  Grant and Baker responded with the 
requested documents, with the reminder that all minutes are posted on the RI Secretary of 
State’s website as required by law. 
 



Land Trust Summit: Grant attended this virtual meeting on March 19-20, including virtual 
workshops on working with farmers/farmland, and creating All Person Trails. 
 

Subcommittees:  
Advocacy: Update on plans before the Planning Board 
 

Comolli Solar Project: Buford has set up a site walk on March 29 at 5 PM, with George 
Comolli and members of the Conservation and Land Trust. 
 
Fairview Ave: No new developments.  All issues have been resolved, the developer has 
installed a gate.  Johnson will check out site and see if construction has started. 
 
Stone Ridge: Buford reported on updated diagrams of new proposed development.  
Old proposal showed 4 warehouses, large coverage of solar, full build out of 50 ac.  
New development is one warehouse, 100 ac of solar.  Unclear if requirement of 40% 
undeveloped was carried over from rezone in the 1990’s and whether solar is allowed 
by right.  Developers are a family with a sense of thoughtfulness for the property.  
Buford sent them info on tracking panels which collect more energy.  Concerns remain 
about protection of native American landscapes and Narragansett Trail.   
 

Policy: Property vandalism response:  
Thompson reported he heard back from Chief Palmer, who thought a town ordinance 
regarding property vandalism would be helpful for the Police Department and Town.  
He will speak to other Police Chiefs in similar rural towns, including Burrillville, that 
have an active ordinance.  All Land Trust trustees are looking forward to hearing back 
from the Chief so we can move ahead with this.  Town Council liaison Marvel hasn’t 
heard back from Town manager and solicitor yet but will reach out to them again. 
 

Friends/HLT:  Anderson reported she is working on putting together a spring work schedule. 
 
Land Mgmt and Stewardship:  

 
Crown Farm Preserve:  Mapping in progress by Peter Stetson, trails have been located using  

GPS and he is putting together maps and info for kiosk, funded by Conservation 
Commission. 

 
Depot Square/Brushy Brook Trail update:  

Stetson working on putting together maps and info for kiosk, funded by Conservation 
Commission. 
 
Grant reported that Jensen is not happy with material on trail, he has offered to come 
down and recompact the trail this spring and put skimcoat on top in the fall.  Jensen 
felt the construction fence can come down but not until kiosk is erected.  Grant feels 
we can get down next 6 weeks. We need a work party to put together the kiosk, 
Sunday, 1 PM. Johnson will coordinate with Hopkinton DPW to schedule removal of 
construction fencing.  Grant will ask Jensen to come here the during April,  Johnson and 
Grant will coordinate.   
 

Grills Preserve: Thompson reported there is no update on agricultural project in the field but 
will reach out to Marsh to determine status and progress.  Grant reported that she, 
Buford, Dyane Plunkett, the Sewalls, and Irv Mazur and Peter Stetson (who are GPSing 



the trail) walked the new Homestead Trail and reported that materials are needed for 
small bridges and the replacement and relocation of notice boards. 

Manitou Hassannash:  There was an article on the front page of the newspaper last week, by 
Cynthia Drummond, Hopkinton Sun reporter, regarding the 2nd edition of a book recently 
released describing ceremonial landscapes including Manitou Hassannash, entiled “Land of 
1000 Cairns: Revival of Old-Style Ceremonies”, which documents the numerous ceremonial 
stone landscapes and structures in Hopkinton, including Manitou Hassannash, by 
Massachusetts authors Mary and James Gage. 

 
Funding and Grants:  Buford announced that the RIDEM Trails Advisory Committee has just funded both 

trail grants in Hopkinton that he submitted applications for: the HLT proposal for the boardwalk 
at Beaver Flood Trail at Kenyon Crossroads $58,000 and the TNC/AMC proposal for multiple 
sites for trailhead improvements along Narragansett Trail $48,000. The total award amount for 
Hopkinton is $106,000. Many thanks and appreciation by all were expressed to Buford for his 
hard work and initiative on obtaining these grants.  
 

E.  Old Business:  None 
 
F.  New Business:    None 

 
G. Public Forum:  None 
 
H.  Executive Session [pursuant to RI Gen. Law Ch.46 42-46-5a (5)].  At 8:17 PM, Windsor moved that we go  

into executive session, pursuant to R.I.G.L. 42-46-5 (a)(5), to discuss potential land acquisitions, and to 

allow Buford and Parent to attend.   Johnson seconded the motion, which carried by unanimous vote.  
 

Reconvene in Open Session at 8:28 PM 
 
Motion to seal the minutes of Executive Session: Gibbons made a motion to seal the Executive Minutes, 
seconded by Baker.  Passed unanimously. 

 
I.  Adjourn   8:18 PM   
 
Respectfully submitted  
Carol Baker, Secretary 


