
 

 

January 21, 2021 
 
Ms. Colleen DeBenedetto 
Land Project Manager 
Centrica Business Solutions 
3 Rosell Drive 
Ballston Lake, NY 12019 
 
Re:  Comolli Solar Project – Desktop Site Vicinity Wetland Assessment 
  Chase Hill Road, Hopkinton, Rhode Island 
  ESS Project No. C640-000 
 
Dear Ms. DeBenedetto, 

Per your request, ESS has conducted a desktop assessment of jurisdictional wetland resource areas on 
parcel AP 1, Lot 71, which is generally located to the northeast of the subject parcel associated with the 
above-referenced project. To complete this review, ESS examined the following publicly-available GIS data 
layers:  

• State-mapped wetlands (RIDEM); 

• Federally-mapped wetlands (USFWS);  

• Hydric soils (USDA-NRCS); and 

• Rivers and streams (RIDEM). 

The extent of these data layers in the context of AP 1, Lot 71 is displayed on Figure 1. A review of these 
data layers indicates the presence of a tributary to the Pawcatuck River which flows in a generally south to 
southeast direction toward the Pawcatuck River. State- and federally-mapped wetlands and mapped hydric 
soils are associated with this tributary on AP 1, Lot 71. Based on a review of aerial imagery, the wetlands 
appear to be forested. Under current RIDEM regulations (Rules and Regulations Governing the 
Administration and Enforcement of the Fresh Water Wetlands Act), the mapped tributary would have an 
associated riverbank wetland extending either 100 or 200 feet from both banks of the stream, based on the 
width of the stream. The mapped forested wetland would have an associated 50-foot perimeter wetland, 
assuming that the biological wetland is at least three acres in size. Excluding the riverbank and perimeter 
wetlands, the mapped wetlands themselves extend across the entire width of the property at its narrowest 
point. Therefore, access to the southern portion of the property, which is not mapped as wetland, would 
require a wetland and stream crossing. Based on the size of the mapped wetland resources, the length of 
such a crossing (assuming a straight line) through biological wetlands would be approximately 740 feet. 
When perimeter and riverbank wetlands are included, the total crossing length would increase based on 
the location of these features. Such a crossing would require the filing and approval of an Application to 
Alter a Freshwater Wetland with RIDEM. 

A Permit to Alter Freshwater Wetlands is only issued if the applicant successfully demonstrates that all 
wetland impacts have been avoided or minimized to the maximum extent possible. The applicant must 
demonstrate, among other things, that there are no other areas within the same property that could be used 
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without altering the freshwater wetlands. As the northern portion of the property is available for 
development, it is not likely feasible to permit altering the wetland to construct a crossing that would be 
required to enable clearing or development of the southern portion of the property. 

The actual extent of wetlands on AP1, Lot 71 may be greater than or less than that indicated by the location 
of state- and federally-mapped wetlands and hydric soil units. A field delineation would be required to 
confirm the actual extent of wetlands on the property. However, the extent of wetlands indicated by the 
location of publicly-available data layers should provide a sufficient approximation for informational 
purposes.  

ESS appreciates the opportunity to continue to provide Centrica with professional environmental consulting 
services. Should you have any questions, please contact me at apatterson@essgroup.com or (401) 330-
1233. 

Sincerely,  

ESS GROUP, INC.  

 
 
Alexander H. Patterson 
Project Scientist 
 
Attachments: Figure 1 
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Source: 1) Delineated Wetlands, ESS 2019; 
2) RIDEM Wetlands, 1995;
3) NWI Wetlands, USFWS 2020; 
4) Hydric Soils, USDA 2019;
5) Aerials, RIGIS 2020
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