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1 INTRODUCTION 

The Town of Hopkinton is  the southern introduction to the State of Rhode Island. As 
Hopkinton grows, the Town has recognized the need for a commercial design review 

process to preserve its scenic qualities and historical significance. It i s  critical to the 
Town to have such standards to retain the lifestyle of the residents. the visual appeal 
of the community, the image visitors have of the town and the region, as well as 

commercial appeal. 

Interchange exits on Route 1-95. will provide opportunities for economic 

development that can provide fiscal benefits to the Hopkinton community and create 

job opportunities for its residents. Planning and cooperation can insure that 

Hopkinton will benefit economically without causing haphazard and inefficient 
commercial development or degradation of the built and natural environment. 

The DESIGN REVIEW STANDARDS are intended to facilitate and promote high quality. 

safe and healthy economic expansion that will preserve the scenic, natural. and 
cultural resources of Hopkinton, while encouraging the functional and attractive 

long-term economic growth of the Town by coordinating this development. 

The Planning Board shall be the permit granting authority for development proposed 

under these regulations. Applicants shall comply with the procedures for site plan 
approval and permits listed elsewhere in town regulations. The Planning Board may 

call upon the duly designated Technical Review Committee URC) to assist the Board 

in its function of architectural review. 



2 THE DESIGN REVIEW PROCESS - 

THE PROCEDURE FOR APPLICANTS 

Who Applies? 

If your proposed or existing place of business or building is located in any 

Manufacturing, Neighborhood Business, Commercial, or Planned Unit 
Development Commercial zone, you will need to present your project to the 

Town Planner, Technical Review Committee. and Planning Board for their review 

for any of the following: 

New Construction. including new structures, changes in use, or 
changes in site des~gn. whenever a building permit is required. 

Additions, Afterations or Renovatiomof an existing building, site. 

or landscape that affect [he exterior appearance of a building or 
site. or that are vwble from the exterior of the property. 

In Addition, the Planning Board review applies in the same 

instances to properties located in any other zoning district, where: 

1. The specific use of the property would otherwise be permitted 

only in a commercial or business zone, but has been allowed as a 

variance or special permit, or 

2. The use exists previously as a legal non-conforming use. 



How to Apply For Design Re view 

0 STEP ONE: Obtain a "Desiqn Review A~~l icat ion" and consult with the Planninq 

Staff 

Applications shall contain background information on the project. the owner and 
the applicant. and a description of how your project addresses each of the 
Fourteen General Design Standards listed in Chapter 3 of this document. 

The filing fees and time frames for an application are consistent with the Land 

Development and Subdivision Regulations of Hopkinton. for major land 

developments. 

All reasonable and necessary costs, fees and expenses. without limitation. 

incurred by the Planning Board pursuant to review inspection. and testing of the 

subject of any application, subdivision, or development, at any stage before or 
after approval. shall be charged as an additional fee by the Planning Board to the 
applicant or developer. or other person or firm requesting approval or requiring 

the advisory review of the board. The Planning Board may. in its discretion. 
retain one or more persons or firms to inspect, review. and test, in order to 

determine compliance with its orders. approvals, the land development and 

subdivision regulations, any pertinent ordinance or regulation of the town or any 

pertinent state or federal law. Such reviews, tests, and inspections may include. 

but are not limited to: construction methods and materials; groundwater testing; 

soil analysis; gravel analysis; asphalt testing; sediment and erosion analysis; 

drainage and wastewater disposal; or any other procedure determined by the 

board to be appropriate. The board may retain a registered professional engineer 
or other qualified person or professional as deemed by the board to be 

appropriate to perform the inspection or testing. 

The town shall issue no approvals or permits until all required application, 

review. and inspection fees have been paid in full. 

All costs, fees and expenses associated with the paragraph above shall be 
invoiced by the Town of Hopkinton on behalf of its technical consultants. and 
payment in full must be received by the Town of Hopkinton before an applicant 

may proceed to the next stage o f  review for all land development projects 

subdivisions. and development plan review. Plan review by the Planning Board 

may include. but not be limited to, environmental engineering. civil engineering. 

landscape architecture, architecture and professional land use planning expertise 

at all stages of review of a project submitted to the Planning Board of approval. 


















































































